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NNEEWW YYOORRKK CCIITTYY IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTSS PPLLAANN TTOO TTRRAACCKK

PPOOTTEENNTTIIAALL BBIIOOLLOOGGIICCAALL AAGGEENNTT UUSSEE

We’re all faced with the challenge of staying one 
step ahead of a potential adversary. If that 
adversary chooses to employ a biological agent, 
the task becomes more of a challenge.  Biological 
agents are difficult to detect, and they have an 
incubation period, which can further delay detection 
and identification. 

Taking a proactive approach to enhance the city’s 
level of readiness, New York City Mayor, The 
Honorable Rudolph Giuliani has directed the 
implementation of a plan to track Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) calls and health trends 
throughout the city. 

As the action office for implementation, the Mayor’s 
Office of Emergency Management collects on a 
daily basis four citywide health indicators that 
gauge the general health of the city’s residents. 
They include the following: 

• The total number of calls for services that the 
Bureau of EMS receives. 

• The total number of deaths reported by the 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME). 

• The total number of cases accepted for 
investigation by the OCME. 

• The total number of admissions to NYC 
operated hospitals. 

By developing a baseline for each indicator over 
time, spikes in any of the indicators will be noticed 
almost immediately.  The value of defining the 
baseline for these statistics, when combined with 
the ability to rapidly track deviations, becomes 
obvious in terms of the ability to identify, assess, 
and respond quickly to a potential biological event. 

For additional information regarding specific details 
of the NYC plan, please contact: 

The New York City Mayor’s Office of Emergency 
Management 
Mr. William Nagle 
(212) 788-1429 

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN AAGGEENNCCYY ((EEPPAA)) OOFFFFEERRSS
GGRRAANNTT MMOONNEEYY

Through its Chemical Emergency Preparedness 
and Prevention Office (CEPPO), EPA has 
announced the FY 1998 Chemical Emergency 
Preparedness and Prevention (CEPP) Technical 
Assistance Grants (TAG) Program.  

CEPPO’s activities are based on the “Emergency 
Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 
1986” (EPCRA) and Section 112® of the Clean Air 
Act (CAA).  In 1990, Congress amended the CAA 
to include new provisions for the prevention of 
chemical accidents, which required EPA to estab-
lish a list of regulated substances and thresholds 
and to promulgate accident prevention regulation, 
including requirements for the development of Risk 
Management Plans (RMP). 

Under the TAG program, eligible applicants include 
States and local government agencies that are or 
will be involved in RMP implementation and related 
responsibilities. The purpose of this year’s CEPP 
TAG program is to help State and local agencies 
develop chemical accident prevention programs as 
well as to integrate their chemical accident 
prevention activities with related activities. 

EPA has up to $1 million available for cooperative 
agreements to States and local agencies under this 
year’s program. States and local agencies seeking 
funds from EPA may request up to $100,000 each. 
The program requires a minimum non-Federal 
match of at least 25% of the total project budget.  
EPA funds can be used for no more than 75% of 
the total cost of the project.  State and local agen-
cies are encouraged to work closely with their EPA 
Regional CEPP contacts in developing proposals. 
To allow for the possibility of neighboring States 
and/or local communities working together on dif-
ferent facets of setting up a chemical accident 
prevention program, EPA will accept proposals for 
multi-State or multi-local agency projects. 

For additional information, please see the following 
web page address: 

http://www.epa.gov/swercepp/pubs/guide98.html
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EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

The RPI Team continues to expand and strengthen 
its association with vendors.  Several companies 
offering equipment of potential use to MMST 
System response have recently contacted us.  In 
our effort to continue “Sharing the Knowledge,” it is 
our pleasure to pass this new information on.  You 
will find enclosed copies of the data we have 
received on several new products.  As we have 
previously indicated, we are distributing this 
information to assist you in your equipment 
identification process; however, no recommen-
dations or endorsements are implied. 

A Modular Approach

GIAT Industries is introducing a new concept in 
the selection, acquisition, and packaging of NBC 
Response Equipment through their “MMST/NBC 
Response Equipment Kit” program. The program 
features a “modular approach,” which allows each 
MMST city to tailor a package to their individual 
requirements. 

GIAT Industries has developed a pilot brochure 
entitled “First Responders NBC Intervention,” which 
we have attached for your review. GIAT proposes 
that the components of their basic kit satisfy the 
following critical functions of an MMST response: 

• Personnel Protective Equipment (PPE) for 50 
MMST team members responding to an event 
involving WMD/NBC threat agents and/or 
industrial chemicals. 

• Detection and identification capability for 
chemical warfare agents, radiological agents, 
and industrial chemicals. 

• Decontamination capability for MMST team 
members and equipment. 

For additional information on this program, please 
contact: 

GIAT Industries 
Mr. Christian Sommade 
13, route de la Miniere 
78034 Versailles Cedex – France 
Voice – 011-33-1-39-49-81-02 
Fax – 011-33-1-39-49-81-06 

EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

NBC Agent Detection and Identification

Last month we provided information on a new piece 
of detection equipment being developed by 
Environmental Technologies Group (ETG) Inc., 
which was initially going to be called the “Hazard 
Communicator.”  ETG has renamed the device the 
“APD 2000.”  They anticipate initial production of 
the APD 2000 to be in place by the end of May with 
full production in place by late summer. With their 
production efforts focused on this new instrument, 
ETG has informed us of their intention to 
discontinue production of the Chemical Agent 
Monitor (CAM).  For additional information on the 
APD 2000, contact Mr. Scott Goetz at ETG Inc., 
(410) 321-5370.  

NBC Agent Decontamination

Modec Inc. announces the “Modular Mass Casualty 
Decon Unit.”  RPI highlighted this system prototype 
in our March bulletin.  Based on input received from 
various sources within the MMST System 
Development program, the prototype received 
several product improvements and enhancements 
that include flow activated, pilotless ignition for the 
heater system, integrated power exhaust vents, 
and overall size reduction. The new system is 
scheduled for a demonstration to CBDCOM and 
C-BIRF on May 14 at Aberdeen, MD.  For addi-
tional information, contact Mr. Brian Kalamanka at 
Modec Inc., (303) 286-1546. 

We have received information on a product called 
“Decon-Check” from the Texas Research Institute 
(TRI) Austin, Inc.  Decon-Check is a spray-on/ 
scrub-off cleaner designed for use on decontami-
nable protective clothing.  Decon-Check is not a 
replacement for decontamination solutions for 
use against chemical or biological warfare 
agents.  The product clings to most surfaces, and 
its bright color shows where to scrub to ensure 
effective cleaning of the outer ensemble. Potential 
applications for this product include use in the 
“Personnel Decontamination Station” (PDS) at the 
intermediate wash point.  For additional information 
on this product, please call Ms. Anita Blair at TRI 
Inc., (800) 97-DECON (800-973-3266). 



The MMST System Information Bulletin 

3
W70-L 

GGEENNEERRAALL IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

RPI MMST Support Team members Grant 
Peterson, Elmer May, and Greg Palomares 
attended the 1998 NDMS Conference on Lifesaving 
Intervention, March 28 to April 1 in Denver, CO.  It 
was a pleasure to see so many familiar faces 
again.  We all felt that the conference was an 
outstanding success and proved to be an excellent 
opportunity to continue  “Sharing the Knowledge.” 

The International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
Hazardous Materials Committee is sponsoring the 
“1998 International Hazardous Materials 
Response Teams Conference,” June 4 to 7 in 
Towson, MD.  Seminar topics include Hazardous 
Devices and Materials, which include a live 
demonstration of explosives and operational bomb 
squad equipment; agent detection; an update on 
“Terrorism Training Initiatives”; and “Street Level 
Operations at a Weapon of Mass Destruction 
(WMD) Incident.”  For additional information, please 
contact the conference coordinator, Ms. Alice 
Pottmyer, at the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, (703) 273-9815, Ext. 340. 

WWEEBB SSIITTEESS OOFF IINNTTEERREESSTT

Environmental Protection Agency 
http://www.epa.gov

Hazardous Materials and Safety 
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/sci/chem/guides/srs103.html

Material Safety Data Sheets 
http://www.emergency.com/hzmtpage.html

National Center for Infectious Diseases/Centers 
for Disease Control 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/id_links.htm

National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH) 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh

Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
http://www.nrc.gov

EENNCCLLOOSSEEDD AATTTTAACCHHMMEENNTTSS

First Responders NBC Intervention 
APD 2000 
Decon-Check 
Modec Modular Mass Casualty Decon System 




















































